Cherish King
Essay #2: Draft of Analysis Paper
Prof. Beckford
September 17, 2021
In the article “Working at McDonald’s” written by Amitai Etzioni a German-born Israeli and American sociologist, argues that after school just such as McDonalds are not helpful to today’s youth especially those in high school. In many ways after school jobs interfere with our youth from reaching their full potential. He notes some ways and of how their jobs can interfere is through the lack of oversight, the lack of education by making work a priority over schoolwork and tempting them into a consumer society decoy. He also points out how their jobs don’t provide the opportunities for entrepreneurship or self-discipline, self-supervision and self-scheduling. He also points out how parents encourage their kids to go and get these part time jobs to try and give them a sense of responsibility and in all reality they are only suffocating their children from future careers. 
Etzioni succeeds in arguing that after school jobs have a major negative impact on students. Firstly, after I read this article I can agree with the points that Etzioni made about “working at McDonalds” but I also feel he needed more research and evidence to back up his theory. Most of the points he made did not where more so answers from the teenagers that were working the job.  He writes in the article “There are very few studies of the matter. One of the few is a 1984 study by Ivan Charper and Bryan Shore Fraser. The study relies mainly on what teen-agers write in response to questionnaires rather than actual observations of fast-food jobs. Secondly, the authors argue that the employees develop many skills such as how to operate a food-preparation machine and a cash register. However, little attention is paid to how long it takes to acquire such a skill, or what significance is.” This shows that after school jobs have no significant impact on the students. For this reason, these jobs should be made illegal as they have no major benefit to the students. 
Etzioni argues that the youth are psychologically harmed through blind obedience while at the same time gaining nothing but monetary value in their jobs. These students lack sufficient skills to perform and become competent in their responsibilities. Etzioni then states within his article that “Many teens find the instant reward of money, and the youth status symbols it buys, much more alluring than credits in calculus courses, European history, or foreign languages. No wonder quite few would rather skip school and certainly homework and instead work longer at a Burger King. Thus, most teen work this day is not providing early lessons in work ethic; it fosters escape from school and responsibilities, quick gratification and a short cut to the consumeristic aspect of adult life.” Although it sounds good and some may agree, this is just based off his opinion he has not backed this statement up with proof of our youth actually doing these things.
Etzioni claims that these jobs make the students to lose their sense of value especially in the performance of their duties. Etzioni claims that teens don’t value money making the statement of “Where this money goes is not quite clear.” This statement shows that these jobs make students lose sense of responsibility especially in personal finances.  Initiating that they are irresponsible with their money and are working just to buy “Flimsy punk clothes, trinkets, and whatever else is the last fast-moving teen craze.”
To sum it up, Etzioni has made a reliable argument by demonstrating that working at McDonald’s has major harmful effects of after school jobs.  Prior to me reading this article I never gave the thoughts and effects of having a part time job while in school would do, but the argument that Etzoini is trying to make does not have the evidence to back up his statements. He based this article around his personal opinions and not anything that was factual. If he would have done more research I could have been persuaded to agree with his argument.
